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Age of vain, makeup of desire
- Focused on Hayashi Fumiko's "Bankikuy —

Choi, Eun-Kyung

This novel depicts changes in times and relationships and feelings of loss through changes in the bodies and perspectives
of a man and a woman.Dabe, who was young and beautiful, became a loser, and Gin realized that he was getting older. This
strangely overlaps with the desolate post-war era and highlights the transience of the times and life. A man and a woman
became lovers during the era of Japanese imperialism, affirming their respective lusts and desires. However, when the two meet
again after the war, they reject each other’s different needs and desires and become disillusioned. In particular, old Gin resists
the ugliness of old age through ‘makeup’ and grooming. It provides a glimpse into one aspect of gender representation and
changes in post-war values. Gin is a geisha. She is single and, she says, a woman should “maintain beauty forever.” She recognizes
that it requires economic power. She believes that being “old” and “ugly” are the same as being “defeated.” Therefore, it was
processed into a feminine appearance through elaborate ‘makeup’. She then actively acknowledged her own desires. Even though
Gin accepted ‘makeup’ as a gender order, I evaluate that she lived independently while affirming femininity.



