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Bl Abstract

The Joseon Sideline Products Exhibition and the Development of Sidelines

Discourse: Focusing on Newspapers and Magazines
Hwang Ikkoo

This paper examines the problems and limitations surrounding the Joseon Sideline
Products Exhibition and encouragement of sidelines promoted by the colonial authorities
through discourses on sidelines appearing in contemporary newspaper and magazine
media.

First, it should be noted that the colonial authorities’ active promotion of sidelines
since the 1920s was a highly deceptive policy. It ignored the fundamental economic
problems facing rural Joseon, while only presenting the secondary issue of requiring
sidelines. And the discourse related to encouraging sidelines made invisible the negative
effects of colonial policies on Joseon’s rural economy. And it had an inherent function of
shifting the cause of the poverty and hardship of Joseon farmers to the problem of
Joseon people themselves not practicing sidelines.

The next thing to note is that the Joseon Sideline Products Exhibition had a small
number of Korean exhibitors and, moreover, did not even have Korean language
instructions. The Joseon Sideline Products Exhibition was being used as a venue for
imperialistic economic logic that promoted Japanese products and encouraged Koreans’
consumer psychology, rather than its original purpose. For that reason, the Joseon
Sideline Products Exhibition was an event that brought disappointment and even
dissatisfaction to the Joseon people. And Koreans were excluded from the center of that
discourse, and they must have felt the emptiness of the colonial authorities’ propaganda
about encouragement of sidelines.

Key words : Joseon Sideline Products Exhibition, sidelines, colonial policy, newspaper and
magazine media, discourse.
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