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[ABSTRACT]

Gaebyeoksa’s Collection of Joseon Knowledge
and Building the Foundation of
Joseon Studies in the 1920’s

— with Focus on the Process and Contents of
the ‘Basic Examination of the Joseon Culture’

Cho, Hyong-Yerl

I analyzed the nature of Cheondogyo Gaebyeoksa’s collection of Joseon knowledge
from 1923 till 1925 through the ‘basic examination of the Joseon culture’ and the
influence of investigation activities on the Cheondogyo-affiliated intellectuals on
Joseon studies, The city desk members of the editorial office of Gaebyeoksa made
a tour of the 13 provinces around the country to collect data, and accumulated
Joseon knowledge by using human networks for interviews, It started out in 1923
when Gaebyeoksa announced the ‘pan-humanistic nationalism’ and established the
direction of the Joseon Movement, and adopted the Sauje as its organization and
began the basic examination to expand the contents.

Collection of Joseon knowledge was planned as a means of the cultural
movement, and the investigation staff tried to understand the political and economic
situation and made a list of figures, events, geography, organizations and customs
in the history and culture of Joseon, Most of the collected Joseon knowledge

concerned the history of the Joseon era, and items related to the resistance to the
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ruling system or the activities of Donghak Cheondogyo were emphasized,

Starting from 1925 when the investigation was completed, Magazine Gaebyeok
featured the special series to shed new light on Joseon, Also, Byeolgeongon, which
was published after discontinuation, contained a lot of articles about the Sahwa
Dangjaeng of Joseon and struggles against foreign powers, The ‘basic examination
of the Joseon culture’, which started out as a cultural movement, resulted in a change
of the editorial policy of Gaebyeok and the Cheondogyo-affiliated intellectuals

advance into Joseon studies,

Key Words: cultural movement, Cheondogyo, investigation activity, criticism of

the Joseon Dynasty, Donghak
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