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<Abstract>

Meaning of Women—Centered Relationships
in the Shochiku Melodrama Films during
Wartime Japan
- Focusing on the Film Nobuko(1940)

Yim, Da-ham

In this paper, the aim is to analyze the meaning and strategy
portrayed in the image of women and their relationships depicted in
Shimizu Hiroshi’s film “Nobuko (1940, Shochiku). Previous studies on
Japanese films during the war have focused on exploring production
backgrounds or on analysing the contents of national policy films or
war films with strong militaristic colours. Meanwhile, the film
“Nobukd', which was released in April 1M0, was regarded as an
“entertainment film” right after the Film Law Enactment.

A series of women's soap operas, including “Nobuko' was called
‘Shochiku Melodrama’, which became the leading genre of Shochiku in
the 1930s and 1%40s. However, no full-fledged research on ‘Shochiku
Melodrama’ has been found, possibly due to the fact that they were not
highly regarded by contemporary critics. Therefore, while the film
“Nobuko may not have received government support as a national
policy film, the analysis attempt in this paper could be useful for
discussions on how much “entertainment films” of that time were
consciously and/or unconsciously cooperating with the government’s
propaganda after the Film Law Enactment.



Key words : Japanese film, Shimizu Hiroshi, Mobuko, Shochiku—melodrama, During Wartime
Japan
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