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{Abstract)

A Study on the Cover Designs of 1930s Gyeongseong
Tourism Pamphlets: From the Perspective

of Visual Language

Park, Young-Hee

This study analyzes the cover designs of tourism pamphlets produced in
1930s Gyeongseong, where the tourism industry intersected with modern
printing and publishing technologies. It aims to demonstrate that these visual
materials functioned not merely as promotional tools but as strategic
instruments in constructing imperial urban narratives and visually mediating
colonial power discourse. Drawing upon Gyorgy Kepes's theory of visual
language, the analysis examines how images and typography served as extended
modes of communication that regulated the viewer's perception and guided
particular interpretations. The visual composition of the pamphlets simultaneously
represented the dissonant spatiality of Gyeongseong's modernity and Korea's
tradition, while the typography evoked emotional immersion and a rhythmic
visual experience that stimulated anticipation and nostalgia for tourist destinations.
These visual strategies elicited different meanings for Japanese and Korean
audiences, thereby facilitating the internalization of colonial ideology through
the ostensibly apolitical genre of tourism. This study critically investigates how
visual communication articulated and reproduced colonial power ideologies and
highlights the cultural role of visual media in shaping colonial subjectivity and

identity.
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